
Content guide for 1962 World Cup
The 1962 FIFA World Cup was held 
against the backdrop of a world in turmoil. 
The Cold War had intensified and soccer 
was becoming a stage for political rivalries 
and global divisions were reflected on the 
field. The host nation, Chile, was 
recovering from one of the most 
devastating earthquakes in recorded 
history, forcing rapid reconstruction efforts 
just to make the tournament possible. In 
many ways, 1962 was a testament to 
resilience—the ability of a nation, its 
people, and the sport itself to rise above 
adversity. On the pitch, soccer itself was 
evolving. The days of all-out attacking play 
were fading, as teams adapted to a more 
structured, defensive style, favoring 
tactical discipline over flair. That shift also 
ushered in a noticeably rougher, more 
physical tournament with harsh fouls, 
violent clashes, and limited referee control. 
Yet, moments of individual brilliance still 
prevailed. Brazilian Garrincha, the 
tournament’s best player, dazzled the 
world with his dribbling and led Brazil to 
back-to-back titles. Czechoslovakia’s 
tactical discipline and teamwork carried 
them to a surprise final appearance. The 
tournament became a symbol of 
perseverance, adaptability, and soccer’s 
power to unite in the face of hardship.
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Elements from the official 1962 
World Cup poster.

The host country Chile with locations 
and names of the only 4 host cities. 

The orange/brown colors symbolize the 
color of copper-rich terrain of the 

Andes mountains.

World map 
highlighting the 16 
finalists countries 
participating in the 
1958 World Cup.

Just two years before hosting the World Cup, Chile was rocked by the most 
powerful earthquake ever recorded—magnitude 9.5—devastating cities, killing 

thousands, and triggering tsunamis across the Pacific. The disaster crippled 
infrastructure, entire host cities were removed from the plan, and stadiums had to 
be rebuilt from rubble. Yet Chile persisted. Led by the rallying cry, “Because we 

have nothing, we will do everything,” organizers defied the odds.

Garrincha, stricken by polio as a child, 
was one of the one of the game’s 

greatest natural talents. His legs bent 
in opposite directions, gifting him an 
awkward gait that would become a 
nightmare for defenders. Garrincha 

quickly became known for his dazzling 
dribbles and joyful irreverence on the 

pitch. He treated defenders with comic 
disregard, often beating them multiple 

times just for amusement. He took 
center stage at the 1962 World Cup 

with 2 goals and an assist in the 
quarterfinal and 2 goals in the 

semifinal. He was unstoppable —equal 
parts genius and chaos — and won 
both the Golden Boot and Golden 
Ball award while leading Brazil to its 

second consecutive title.

The "Crack", the official match ball was produced by the Chilean 
company Custodio Zamora. Made with 18 hand-stitched leather 
panels, it a more spherical, modern shape compared to earlier 

balls. However, its inconsistent quality drew criticism, and in some 
matches, players reportedly requested European-made balls 

instead. Still, the Crack marked a key step toward the 
standardized, rounder balls seen in later tournaments.

Crest of the 1962 World Cup 
Champions (Brazil)

All games and results from the 
knockout stages. For each game the 
names of the teams, the scores, and 

the goal scorers are listed.
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The official Team of the Tournament 
of the 1962 World Cup set up in the 

4-2-4 formation..

The tournament structure 
featured 16 teams split into 4 

groups of 4. Each group played a 
round-robin format, but unlike 
previous tournaments, drawn 

matches were not replayed. The 
top 2 teams from each group 

advanced to the quarterfinals. It 
was the first World Cup that 

used goal average as a means of 
separating teams with the same 

number of points. Argentina 
became the first team in World 
Cup history to be eliminated on 

goal average when England 
advanced from Group 4 in second 

place.

Estadio Nacional in Santiago was 
the primary stadium for the 1962 
World Cup. Built in 1938, it was 
renovated for the tournament, 

including upgrades after the 1960 
earthquake. It hosted the final and 

key matches, accommodating around 
66,000 spectators during the World 

Cup.

Viliam Schrojf, Czechoslovakia’s 
legendary goalkeeper became both a 

hero and a tragic figure. He was 
fiercely commanding, agile, sharp, and 
dependable. With his reflex saves and 

positional intelligence he was the 
backbone of a Czechoslovak team 

marching all the way to the final. This 
performance earned him 

(retrospectively) the Golden Glove 
award as the tournaments best 

goalkeeper. But fate turned cruel in the 
final against Brazil where Schrojf 

misjudged a long-range equalizer and 
later spilled a cross at the feet of Vavá, 
gifting Brazil their third goal. Despite 

the heartbreak, his performance 
remains one of the most memorable 
goalkeeping displays in World Cup 

lore, embodying both the glory and the 
agony that define the sport’s grandest 

stage. 

The 1962 World Cup confirmed the 
success of the 4-2-4 formation as it 
was adapted to emphasize balance 

and flexibility.

All games and results 
from the four initial groups. 
For each game the names 
of the teams, the scores, 
and the goal scorers are 

listed.

Many games in the 1962 World Cup were marred by unrestrained 
physicality, flaring tempers, harsh fouls, and weak officiating. 

Nowhere was this more evident than in the infamous Chile vs. Italy 
match—“The Battle of Santiago”—a chaotic brawl disguised as 
football. Players punched, kicked, and spat their way through 90 

minutes, with police intervening multiple times. 

The Jules Rimet Trophy, symbolizing 
global unity through sport, was named 

after FIFA’s founding president. 
Standing 35 cm tall and weighing 3.8 
kg, it was made of gold-plated sterling 
silver with a lapis lazuli base, depicting 

Nike, the Greek goddess of victory. 
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