
Content guide for 1966 World Cup
The 1966 FIFA World Cup in England 
unfolded amid Cold War tensions and 
decolonization. It marked a turning point in 
fan engagement and tournament branding, 
and revealed geographical inequities 
leading to a boycott by African nations to 
protest lack of fair global representation. 
On the pitch, structure and tactical 
discipline defined the competition, but 
flashes of brilliance still stole the spotlight. 
Portugal’s Eusébio, with his explosive 
pace and 9 tournament goals, claimed the 
Golden Boot. North Korea’s shocking 
upset of Italy and historic quarterfinal run 
made them the first Asian team to reach 
that stage. England’s Bobby Charlton led 
with vision and dominance, scoring crucial 
goals and earning the Golden Ball. At the 
back, Gordon Banks conceded just 3 
goals and was later honored with the 
Golden Glove. The final at Wembley 
delivered high drama. Geoff Hurst’s hat-
trick, including his controversial extra-time 
goal, lifted England to a 4–2 victory over 
West Germany. Guided by coach Alf 
Ramsey’s revolutionary wingless 4-4-2 
formation, England claimed its first and 
only World Cup title. Days before the 
tournament, the stolen Jules Rimet Trophy 
was famously recovered by a dog named 
Pickles, adding a curious twist to an 
already unforgettable event.
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Elements from the official 1966 
World Cup poster, including the 
first World Cup mascot—World 

Cup Willie.

The contour of the host country 
England with the locations and names 

of the 7 host cities.

World map highlighting the 16 
finalists participating in the 1966 
World Cup, and the boycott by the 

African nations.

Geoff Hurst was the third-choice 
striker in England’s 1966 World Cup 
squad, but seized his chance when 

Jimmy Greaves was injured. He scored 
the winning goal in a tense quarter-final 
against Argentina, and his tireless work 
in the semi-final helped set up Bobby 
Charlton’s clinching goal. In the final 

Hurst scored a hat-trick and delivered 
the performance of a lifetime. One goal 
remains controversial to this day—did 
the ball cross the line? He finished his 

career with 24 goals in 49 England 
appearances and became Sir Geoff 

Hurst in 1998. 

The tournament 
structure with finalist 

nations listed according to 
group placements and 

knockout-stage 
participation.

Crest of the 1966 World Cup 
Champions (England)

The lyrics to the national anthem of 
the 1966 World Cup Champions
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The official Team of 
the Tournament of 

the 1966 World 
Cup set up in the 
4-2-4 formation.

North Korea’s 1966 World Cup 
performance was a landmark moment in 
football history and geopolitics: the first 
Asian team to reach the quarterfinals, 

they shocked Italy and won global 
attention with their unity, discipline, and 

underdog spirit.

Built in 1923 and crowned by its iconic Twin Towers, the old Wembley 
Stadium stood as the heart of English football. With room for nearly 100,000 
spectators and a pristine grass pitch, Wembley hosted 9 matches during the 
1966 World Cup. Setting the stage for England’s 1966 triumph, it cemented 
its place in global football history and became a symbol of national pride.

Gordon Banks became one of football's most revered goalkeepers. In the 1966 
World Cup, Banks was instrumental in England's historic victory, playing every 
match and conceding only 3 goals throughout the tournament. His exceptional 

reflexes and composure were pivotal in England's 4–2 triumph over West 
Germany in the final, and he was retrospectively selected for the Golden Glove.

Geoff Hurst’s second goal in the 
1966 final came in extra time with the 

score tied 2–2. His powerful shot struck 
the underside of the crossbar, bounced 
down near the goal line, and was ruled 
a goal after consultation between the 
referee and linesman. The decision 
gave England a crucial 3–2 lead en 
route to their 4–2 victory. To this day, 
whether the ball fully crossed the line 
remains hotly debated, making it one 
of the most iconic and controversial 

goals in football history.

All games and results from 
the four initial groups through 

the knockout-stages. For 
each game the names of the 
teams, the scores, and the 

goal scorers are listed.

The Jules Rimet World Cup 
Trophy, named after FIFA’s founding 
president. Standing 35 cm tall and 

weighing 3.8 kg, it was made of 
gold-plated sterling silver with a 

lapis lazuli base, depicting Nike, the 
Greek goddess of victory. 

Alf Ramsey, England’s coach, 
instilled belief and tactical discipline 

in his team, and famously used a 
4-4-2 formation with no wingers to 

win the World Cup title.

Tournament statistics.

David Corbett and his dog Pickles, 
who famously uncovered the stolen 

World Cup trophy wrapped in 
newspaper in a London garden, a 

week after it was stolen during a public 
exhibition in 1966 Bobby Charlton earned 106 caps and 

netted 49 goals for England. The 1966 
World Cup showcased his exceptional 
talent; he scored a pivotal goal against 

Mexico and delivered a memorable 
brace in the semi-final against 

Portugal, propelling England to their 
first World Cup final. In the final against 
West Germany, his strategic play and 
midfield dominance were instrumental 

in England's 4–2 triumph after extra 
time. His contributions retrospectively 
earned him the Golden Ball award, 

and the Ballon d'Or that year. He was 
knighted in 1994.

Eusébio da Silva Ferreira, born in 
colonial Mozambique in 1942, was 
quick, explosive, and impossibly 

generous. At the 1966 World Cup he 
ascended to near-divine status: nine 
goals in six games, a golden boot, 
and performances of raw will and 

grace, including a four-goal rescue act 
against North Korea after Portugal 
trailed 3–0. He displayed blistering 

pace, thunderous shooting, deft 
control, and a sportsmanship rarely 

matched.
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